create the mood
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If you're stuck for inspiration for your table this year, fret
no more. Qur experts show you how to create a range of
settings, tfrom warm and welcoming to cool and summery

A Tamily affair

The expert

If anyone loves a large family
gathering at Christmas, it's interior
designer Sharon Nicolaci of Spegash.
Married 1o Salvatore, an ltalian,
their Christmas is a combination of
South African and ltalian traditions.
Everyone gathers at their home for
Christmas Eve dinner where antipasti
and pasta such as stuffed raviali are
followed by the traditional roast,
Christmas pud and panettone. It's
both a family and spiritual occasion.

Interior designers Engela Smith
(seated) and her daughter Martine
Aird (right), of Pretoria, are well
known for their dassic style, excellent
taste and ability to create the perfect
settings for special occasions. They
teamed up with avant-garde flower
designer and events co-ordinator
Brenda Fraser of Photosynthesis,
who does the flowers for the famous
Melrose Arch Hotel, to put together
this exciting mix of old and new.

Good friends and business partners,
laccl Samios and Ockert Snyman
are the new decorators on the
block, so 1o speak. Alter a few
years working for a couple of top
lohanneshurg design studios, they
went on their own and opened
Jackel Interiors earlier this year. They
concentrate mainly on the interiors
for private homes but are currently
busy designing the decor for two
exclusive hotels in East Africa. >
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For a midsummer Christmas keep
it cool and simple with lots of fresh
white in a pretty garden setting

Stuck for ideas for a centrepiece?
laci and Ockert made thein

by first spreading a shoeet of
hesvyweight foil down the centrs
af tha table. On it thay placed

a weries of hurricana lmps then
filled in the spaces between with
prissoaked squares of florist's
toam. The edges of the foil were
turned up to form a shallow
container and hide the florists
foam into which they inserted
roses and Tolinge. Hirtcane b
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Beautiful crockery and cutlery s
& must whatever the oocasion.
Complementing the stylish look
of the bowls and plates are
dishwasher-proof cutlery and
genefous linen napkins. Sow
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create the mood

Your table

It doesn't matter whether your garden

.} Iargo orsmall, themn s nothing nicer
than celebrating with friehds and family
under the stars. lacel and Ockert coverad
their table with a full length cloth which
means you could even use a hied trestie
Lable. The woven dhairs, rustic plates and
bowls add a natural element and break
the expanse of white
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